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People often take for granted the conveniences of modern society.  With the flip of a switch, a room can be flooded with light but few people realize the magnitude of the electric grid. After my family purchased one of the first power producing plants in Woodstock, Virginia, I began to realize the importance the addition of electricity had on the town.  The entire infrastructure, from the powerhouse to the power lines, had to be built and installed by hand.  It surprised me how little my family or the community seemed to know about when electricity came to Woodstock. In an act of trying to enlighten my family, and the town, I began to research how electricity was first supplied to the town.


Armed with only word of mouth information, I first needed to get my facts straight.  I knew that electricity had to have been in Woodstock before 1924.  After a few internet searches I happened upon some useful historical documents released by the town of Woodstock and at the very bottom it mentioned the arrival of electricity. Next, I shifted my focus to primary sources.  Using Chronicling America, I was able to pinpoint important dates in the Shenandoah Herald, Woodstock’s newspaper.  Once armed with dates, I expanded outward looking for photographs, books, and other secondary sources that would be helpful. After I had a broader perspective I looked for the impact of electricity.  For this I looked for documentaries and interviews. Once I had all my sources gathered, I reanalyzed all of it for important facts, dates, and quotes that needed to be included in the website.


I chose to do a website hoping to appeal to people’s senses.  By using visuals, music, and other sensory items the website provides a connection to early 20th century Woodstock.  The Weebly theme I chose has mountains in the background with a blue banner and crumbled paper behind the text.  The mountains, although not exactly like the Shenandoah Valley, closely resemble the “blue” look of the Blue Ridge Mountains while the blue of the banner reminds me of the water that helped to power the town.  I chose the song on the title page because I felt that a folk song reinforced the idea of an area steeped in history.  I created the website using the NHD specified Weebly platform.  


Turning points are often considered to be very large.  Martin Luther, the Great Schism, the invention of the Small pox vaccine but local history has turning points.  The addition of electricity turned Woodstock from being a backwards town to on the cutting edge of a new innovation.  Electricity changed the way of life and changed the entire lives of several generations of dam keepers, the Burnshire family.  The addition of electricity also allowed Woodstock to be integrated into the national grid by Virginia Electric and Power Company.  Electricity turned the course of history in Woodstock onto a brighter path.  

